
Greetings.
We hope your garden has 

survived the summer! It has been a 
challenging time for plants.

Autumn is a perfect time to get 
back into your garden and replant. 
Pick up a plant list from Zanthorrea 
which has a code (H) for plants 
with low water requirements.

The Winners!
Have you heard that Zanthorrea 

Nursery was awarded òBest Garden 
Centre in Australiaó, Medium Size 
Category, at the recent Nursery 
Industry conference in Adelaide?

Judging took place early February 
and points were given for layout, 
quality and range of stock, staff, 
services, and general ambience. 
The judge praised Zanthorreaõs 
enthusiastic and talented staff, and 
the overall excellence of service 
offered.

In February, Zanthorrea went 
through the annual process to renew 
our Garden Centre accreditation. 
Thank you to our customers who 
took the time to þll out the survey 
forms which were a compulsory 
part of accreditation. The surveys 
help to keep us on our toes.

Warmest wishes for a cool and 
wet winter ahead!

ð Jackie and Alec

Welcome, Welcome
A warm welcome back to Vanessa, 

who left us three years ago to 
pursue other adventures. Vanessa 
is a horticulturist with many years 
experience in garden design. We 
are enjoying Vanessaõs enthusiasm 
and sense of fun.

A warm welcome, also, to Diana 
who has joined us to further her 
interest in Australian plants. 
Diana, a horticulturist, has worked 
in a leading garden centre for eight 
years. We are delighted that Diana 
has chosen to join our team.

Bilby Club News
Bilby Club coordinator, Claire, 

will be overseas until mid May. 
Jackie will run a potting workshop 
for junior gardeners while Claire is 
away. Pop in and pick up the Bilby 
newsletter for further details.

Bring the children in over the 
Easter weekend to do the Easter 
egg Spotto. There is an easter egg 
for every child (both large and 
small!).

New Plants for Old
Saturday 20th April, 10am

Alec will demonstrate how to 
divide your kangaroo paws to 
make lots of healthy new plants. 
Morning tea provided.

Create a Frog Haven
Saturday 18th May, 10am

Learn about ways to encourage 
the frogs back into our gardens.

RSVP: (08) 9454 6260

Attention to all the e-gardeners!
Would you like to be the þrst to 

receive your Bush Telegraph, and 
receive it on-line instead of via 
òsnail mailó?

Email jackie@zanthorrea.com.au 
and request to be added to the 
Bush Telegraph email list. 

The Bush Telegraph is published 
four times a year, but for more 
gardening news with month by 
month gardening information, join 
our new Gardening email list.

Zanthorreaõs website has moved 
to faster servers, found at:

http://www.zanthorrea.com

Zanthorrea Nursery is proud to be accredited 
under the national AGCAS scheme.
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The Lawn Pest Problem

Q: My lawn is infested with 
beetles.  How can I get rid of 
them?

A: Simple. Apply doses of 
chemicals on the hour, every hour, 
sprayed over every square inch 
of turf, plus, for good measure, 
several applications of even 
stronger chemicals.  Finally, 
purchase some bombs; regular 
lawn beetle bombs will blow the 
critters sky high!

But wait!
Have you thought how toxic 

lawn insecticides are to the local 
wildlife?  Birds, bobtails and 
bandicoots brush across our lawns 
in bare feet and pick up a dose 
through their skin, or worse, eat 
the dying insects.

The other problem with strong 
pesticides is that the natural 
predators are gradually eliminated; 
if the beetles and grubs kill 
whatever eats them, more and 
more poison will need to be used 
to keep their numbers in check.  
You may also see an increase in 
other pests  when their enemies are 
killed off.  

A healthy lawn can be maintained 
without the use of  chemical 
warfare. The best thing to 
remember is that keeping your 
lawnõs condition high will prevent 
attacks of pests.

Å Fertilise regularly with a low 
phosphate fertiliser. Use a seaweed 
extract once a year to condition 
the soil.
Å Make sure the lawn is being 
watered evenly and that the water 
is penetrating.  Apply a soil wetting 
agent up to twice a year to keep 
the water getting to the roots.  We 
recommend using Grosorb, which 
will not hurt earthworms. 
Å Our Kathy suggests a soil drench 
of saturated sugar solution (try 
saying that three times fast!) such 
as molasses in water to kill lawn 
grubs.  You can get hold of this at 
stock feed suppliers.
Å Spray with pyrethrin if absolutely 
necessary.  Remember, your cures 
will always work better if you are 
also improving the condition of the 
lawn itself.
And if your lawn continues to 

have problems, consider the advice 
of a great man, my esteemed father 
Alec, and pave it. Turn it into a 
basketball court, a barbeque area 
or a concrete statue gallery.  Not 
attractive enough?  We can suggest 
many beautiful ground covers or 
landscaping ideas to turn your yard 
into a lush haven for you, your 
family, and all the barefoot friends 
that visit!

ð Claire Hooper

Plant Now, Enjoy Later
Everlastings may be planted soon 

from seed, usually after a good 
soaking rain.

  Pick up an
 information
sheet at the
nursery. 

There are many ways to encourage 
native birds and animals into 
your garden. Our natural ÿora 
provides, not only food, but shelter 
and nesting materials. 

Frog Features
To encourage frogs, provide a 

few grassy plants. We currently 
have in stock: Pithy sword-sedge, 
Knotted club rush, and Pale rush, 
which are local grasses favoured 
by frogs as habitat. Add a shallow 
pond and soon your evenings will 
be punctuated by noisy frog calls.

Shelter From Harm
Prickly plants provide barriers 

and shelter from predators such as 
cats and birds of prey, for frogs, 
birds and small marsupials.

Select from many pricklies such 
as Grevillea juniperina, Hakea 
trifurcata, Hovea pungens, Acacia 
pulchella.

Bring Back the Birds
The sound of small nectar 

feeding birds is delightful. Keep 
these birds happy by planting 
small melaleucas such as ôCotton 
Candyõ and M. fulgens, grevilleas, 
hakeas, banksia  and lots of hybrid 
kangaroo paws.

Magical Movement
Butterÿies, dragonÿies and native 

bees bring the magic of movement 
and colour to our gardens. 
Welcome them by avoiding the use 
of pesticides. 

For more ideas on attracting 
fauna, plants lists, and where to 
shop information, visit:

http://www.ÿoraforfauna.com.au
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